Tag, you’re it!
Activity 1

Focus of activity: Locating 2-digit numbers on a beaded line.
Working together: conceptual understanding
• Show children a 100 bead bar. With children’s help, hang 0, 10, 20, 30… 100 tags in the correct
places.
• Write 23 on a blank tag and ask a child to hang it in the correct place. Point out that they don’t
need to count from the beginning of the bead bar, but can count on 3 beads after 20.
• Repeat for 54, 61, and 79 tags. Point out that to place the 79 tag, they can count back one bead
from 80.
• Give each child a 0 to 100 beaded line (see child instructions). Explain that this is a picture of the
bead bar with labels to show 0, 10, 20… 100 instead of tags. Write 21 on a tag and ask children to
draw a tag after the 21st bead. Hang 21 on the bead bar to confirm.

•

Repeat for other numbers such as 15, 35, 49, 52, 81 and 99. Make sure that children draw the tag
AFTER the bead and not on the bead.

Up for a challenge?
Give each child a sheet with a 0 to 100 beaded line and 0 to 100 landmarked line (see child
instructions). Explain that the beads have fallen off the second line. Ask them to draw a tag after
where the 23rd bead should be. Can they imagine the 10 beads between 20 and 30 to help? They can
also look at the line above to help. Repeat with some other numbers, e.g. 39, 65 and 71.
Now it’s the children’s turn:
• Children work in pairs to shuffle 10s and 1s place value cards, take one from each pile to
make a 2-digit number and draw a tag to show this number of beads on their beaded line.
Repeat. They score 10 points for each correct tag.
• Go round the group and mark their tags as they place them, e.g. initially after three
examples. Are they using the ‘landmarks’ of 10 to help rather than counting from the
beginning?
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:
If children cope well, ask them to draw tags to show 25, 42 and 59 on the beaded line on the sheet
with the beaded line and landmarked line. They then fold the sheet so that the beaded line is hidden
and mark the same numbers on the landmarked line. They unfold the paper to see how accurate
they were.
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Things to remember
Remember that we don’t need to count from the beginning of the beaded line to draw tags, we can
use the 10s labels to help. Ask a child to describe where 25 belongs on the beaded line. Repeat with
other children and numbers such as 41 and 49. Ensure that they know which multiples of 10 lie
either side. Children may also be able to say that 25 is half between 20 and 30, that 41 is just after 40
or 49 is just before 50.
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to
misconceptions or mistakes made.
Resources
Outcomes
• 100 bead bar with 0, 10, 20…10 tags, and 1. Children can locate 2-digit numbers on a 0 to
100 beaded line.
blank tags and marker pen (or card
2. Children begin to locate 2-digit numbers on a 0
squares with paper clips)
to 100 landmarked line.
• 0 to 100 beaded lines printed on A3
paper (see child instructions)
• Sheets with 0 to 100 beaded line and 0 to
100 landmarked line (see child
instructions)
• 10s and 1s place value cards
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Tag, you’re it!
Activity 1

Work in pairs

Things you will need:
• A set of 10s and 1s place value cards
• A 0 to 100 beaded line
• A pencil

What to do:
• Shufﬂe the 10s cards. Place on the table face down.
• Shufﬂe the 1s cards. Place face down.
• Take a card from each pile. Put the two cards together to make a 2-digit number.
• Draw a tag to show this number on your beaded line.
• Repeat. How many tags can you draw? You score 10 points for each correct tag!
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S-t-r-e-t-c-h:
Use the sheet with the beaded line and the landmarked line (the line where the beads
have fallen off). Draw tags to show 25, 42 and 59 on the beaded line. Fold the
paper so that the beaded line is hidden. Now draw tags to show 25, 42 and 59
on the landmarked line. Can you imagine where the beads should be?
Open up your paper so that you can check against the beaded line.
Learning outcomes:
• I can draw tags to show 2-digit numbers on a 0 to 100 beaded line.
• I am beginning to draw tags to show 2-digit numbers on a 0 to 100 landmarked line.
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More or less
Activity 2

Focus of activity: Comparing pairs of 2-digit numbers.
Working together: conceptual understanding
• Give each child a 100 bead string. Write 25 and 42 where all children can see them. Ask one child
to show 25 beads on their string and another child show 42 beads. Do we need to count in ones?
NO! We can count in 10s to show 20, and then slide 5 more beads across. Ask them to place their
strings alongside each other, matching the beginning of the 25 and 42 beads. Who is showing
more beads? 42 is more than 25. 25 is less than 42.
• Write 30 and 17. Ask a different pair of children to show 30 and 17. Make sure that they are
counting in 10s, using ‘clever counting’ rather than counting in ones from the beginning of the
string. Who is showing more beads this time? Which number is more this time? Help children to
say ‘30 is more than 17’ and ’17 is less than 30.’
• Repeat with other pairs of numbers up to 100, including pairs like 27 and 72, writing the pair of
numbers each time. Encourage children to say… is more than… and…, is less than… After a while
just write the numbers rather than reading them.
Up for a challenge?
Show children the signs for more than and less than: > and <. Explain that the wide side of the sign
goes next to the bigger number. Record 42 > 25 and 25 < 42 to show this. Ask children to use the
signs to show the comparison between 30 and 17.
Now it’s the children’s turn:
• Children work in pairs to shuffle 0 to 9 digit cards. Each child takes two and uses them in
either order to make a 2-digit number. They show this number on their bead strings.
Whichever child shows the bigger number wins 10 points. They write the two numbers, and
ring the larger number. Repeat. Who won most points? Which was the biggest number?
• Go round the group and mark their pairs of numbers as they write them, e.g. initially after
three examples. Are children beginning to realise that they need to put the larger digit first to
try and make the bigger number?
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:
If children cope well, ask them to use > and < signs to compare their pairs of numbers.
Things to remember
Ask children which digit was more important when comparing pairs of 2-digit numbers – the 10s digit
or the 1s digit. Write 35 and 53. These numbers have the same digits, but which is bigger? Confirm by
asking children to show the two numbers on bead strings.
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to
misconceptions or mistakes made.
Resources
• 100-bead strings
• 0 to 9 digit cards

Outcomes
1. Children can compare pairs of 2-digit numbers.
2. Children begin to use > and < signs.
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More or less
Activity 2

Play in pairs

Things you will need:
• 0 to 9 digit cards
• 100 bead string
• A pencil

What to do:
• Shufﬂe the 0 to 9 digit cards. Take two cards.
Use them in either order to make a
2-digit number.
• Show this number on your bead string.

63

71

• Your partner does the same.
• Whoever shows the bigger number wins
10 points.
• Write the two numbers.
Draw a ring around the larger number.
• Repeat lots of times.
• Who won most points?
What was the biggest number you wrote?

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:
Write > or < between your pair of numbers.
Learning outcomes:
• I can compare pairs of 2-digit numbers.
• I am beginning to use > and < signs.
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